faced a terrible outbreak of plague, which
carried off his brother-in-law He himself suffered
from a seTere attack of fever, of which he was
cured by a decoction of tamarind.
After another visit to Malabar and to the Mal-
dives, he visited Bengal and Assam. His descrip-
tion of Bengal is worth examination. He never saw
a country where provisions were so cheap, but its
climate was damp and foggy He quotes the
epigram of a Khorasani who described it in Persian
as ditzakh pur na'maf. fi; hell full of good things ".
Eight fat chickens could be bought for a twentieth
of a dinar,* and a fat ram for only twice that price
A wealthy countryman of the Shaikh's is said to
have lived there with a wife and servant on two-
fifths of a dinar for the food of all three for a year !
The political condition of Bengal was one of
civil war between two powers, both of whom were
febels against the authority of Delhi. Fakhruddin
folios Fakhra) had naval power and held the
deltaic country front the Hugli to the Meghna.
His capital was at Sudgawan fSatgaon), an
important port near the mouth of the Hugli; but
the deltaic country formed by the Hiigli, the
Ganges, the Meghna, and their innumerable
affluents, interlacing with each other, afforded him
easy access by water to the remotest villages.
*An Indian silver dinar in Ibrt Batuta, as before explained* may be
taken to be a silver coin equivalent to a modern rupee, but as the ratios
frf l&se values of #>ld and silver were then different it may be takeo
a* about an eighth of a gold sovereign.                           '